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Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet(2)) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 



PCT/US01/51128 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER ~~ 
IPC(7) : A61B 19/00 
US CL : 600/300 
According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 600/300 y 



SS^^^taSSsE ^ 111111111111111 documentation t0 the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic ^ta base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
ACM Portal; IEEE; (INTERNET) WWW.GOOGLE.COM } 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



US 5,377,258 A (Bro) 27 December 1994 (27.12.1994), FIG. 1, 
"Summary of the Invention" column 5, line 38 to column 7, line 54 
US 5,722,418 A (Bro) 03 March 1998 (03.03.1998) FIG. 1*, 
"Summary of the Invention" column 9, line 13 to column 13, line 67 
US 6,165,126 A (Merzenich et al.) 26 December 2000 (26.12.2000) 

Abstract (Front Page); FIG. 1A & FIG. IB; "Sumary of the Invention" column 2, line 53 to 
column 3, line 26 

US 5,913,310 A (Brown) 22 June 1999 (22.06.1999), 

"Objects of the Invention" column 2, line 63 to column 3, line 22; 

"Summary of the Invention" column 3, line 23 to column 5, line 23 

US 5,910,107 A (Iliff) 08 June 1999 (08.06. 1999), Abstract (Front Page); FIG 1 column 
2, line 62 to column 5, line 18 

US 5,678,571 A (Brown) 21 October 1997 (21.10.1997), 
"Objects and Advantages of the Invention, column 2, line 28 
to line 47; "Summary of the Invention" column 2, line 48 to 
column 3, line 21 



Relevant to claim No 



1-28 
1-28 
1-28 

1-28 

1-28 
1-28 



□ 

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C . [ | 



Special categories of cited documents: 



See patent family annex. 



"E" 



"O" 
"P" 



document defining the general state of the art which is not considered to be 
of particular relevance 

earlier application or patent published on or after the international filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is cited to 
establish the publication date of another citation or other special reason (as 
specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later than the 
priority date claimed 



"X" 



later document published after the international filing date or priority 
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The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 40): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
international search report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
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Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 
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With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

□ the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Otrices. 

| ] no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application or ol the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in rules 90 bis 1 and 90 his 3, respectively before the 
completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 
Within 19 months from the priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date (in some Olrices even latei). 
Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within 19 months^m the 
priority date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. ' 
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The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 
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international search report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 
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34, chemin des Colombettes 
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Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 
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